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The Collector disregarded this threat, and posted a copy of this letter at the Coffee House, where it was denounced; and the leading merchants justified the King's officer. That night, a printed handbill was thrown into almost every house in town. It was an exciting appeal to the patriots, urging them to resist an act so alarming. " What!" asks the writer, " What is become of your former magnanimity and spirit; ye who dared to degrade the Governor of the Province, and exhibit his effigy, under the very muzzles of his cannon? Are ye dwindled into such dastards and poltroons, as to suffer yourselves to be insulted, and robbed of your arms, by a few petty custom house officers, with impunity ? Methinks I hear you say, it can not, it must not be done. * * * * In the name of heaven, throw off your supineness; assemble together immediately; and go in a body to the Collector; insist upon the arms being relanded, and that he must see them forthcoming, or abide the consequences. Delays are dangerous; there is no time to be lost. It is not a season to be mealy mouthed, or to mince matters; the times are precarious and perilous, and we do not know but that the arms may be wanted to-morrow.33 * * * * *
PLAIN ENGLISH.*
From the known boldness and activity of Mr. Lamb, and from the recollections of the oldest member of the family, as well as from the intrinsic evidence in the style and manner of these productions, we have the best reason to believe, that the letter to the Collector, and the handbill also, were written by him.
After the treachery of the printer of Parker's paper, in 1769, which occasioned the arrest and imprisonment of Mc-Dougall, the patriots, when their inflammatory appeals had been put in type by Holt or some other of the fraternity, used, themselves, to work off at the press, these publications, and circulate them among the community. And it was not unusual for Mr. Lamb, after having devoted the day in the
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